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Prior to the May 27, 2015 Board of Education meeting a reception was held for the tenure candidates 
and retirees. The retirees were recognized for their longevity and dedication to the District. The 
following individuals were recognized: 
 

Tenure Candidates Retirees 

Joanna Alexander 
Kelly Colling 

Sandra Ryan, 22 years of service 
Kim  VanStrien, 23 years of service 
Yvonne Forget, 24 years of service 

Kay Gray, 35 years of service 
Michael Mack, 13 years of service 

Brad Plyter, 40 years of service 
 
The Board meeting was called to order by President Michael Collins.  Under reports from District 
Administrators, Marygrace Ferrando, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, highlighted her 
observations of science lessons. Heather Ambrosi’s class featured good questioning techniques and a 
science circle talk for a unit on simple machines.  At the High School, Bridget Byers and Nicole Lock 
were integrating technology into their science classes as students prepare for their Regents exams.  
Karen Hoody, Elementary School Assistant Principal highlighted math lessons in the Elementary 
School.  Both Andrew Donovan and Tracy Schoonerman lessons were differentiated for a range of 
student abilities.  Kate Taylor, Middle School Assistant Principal, reported on the many activities in the 
Middle School.  As of the Board Meeting, Gavin Buehler was at the Scripps National Spelling Bee and 
doing well.  The Middle School spring concerts were very well attended and demonstrated a high level 
of musicianship.  John Fulmer, Middle School Principal, reported on a 5th grade math lesson taught by 
Kevin Cavanagh and an 8th grade math lesson taught by Ginny Kuryla both on linear equations. Both 
lessons were very well done demonstrating how the skill set learned in 5th grade prepares the students 
for the 8th grade lesson. He also reported that the MAPS testing is complete and early indications are an 
increase in the students’ scores.  He expressed his appreciation to Kelly Dixon for coordinating the tests. 
Hilary Chaya, High School Assistant Principal, highlighted the High School Response to Intervention 
(RTI) team who recently completed annual student reviews.  The team speaks eloquently to both 
students and parents always keeping the students’ best interests in mind. The High School RTI team is 
Sally Schillaci, Leigh Prescott, Jessica Craft and Nicole Baker. Kathryn Avery, High School Principal 
reported that the Class of 2015 Top Ten has been announced - Mark Saile - Valedictorian, Matt Sperr - 
Salutatorian and in order Ciara Chelini, Elizabeth Kuhl, Samuel Kuhl, Reilly Carlson, Jonah Sharp, 
Dennis Mowers, Elizabeth DeFisher, Megan Dildine.  She reported on her unannounced observation of 
Nancy Shay.  Mrs. Shay has a unique skill of knowing when to step in to assist and when to sit back and 
assist as needed.  She has a depth of knowledge that the students respect. Wanda Miller, Director Pupil 
Personnel Services, reported on the May 15 Special Olympics at Marion High School.  This was the 
largest team that Williamson has sent with over 35 students participating.  Mrs. Miller highlighted Paula 
Dobesh, Speech Pathologist for her work with students who use assistive technology.  Mrs. Dobesh does 
a wonderful job in that role which help students gain independence and grow.  Gary Barno, School 

Williamson  Central 
 



Business Administrator, reported that the Transportation Department received 98.5% on the annual 
Department of Transportation inspection.  He extended congratulations to Nancy Weber, Barbara Bush, 
the drivers and mechanics for a job well done.  Superintendent Macaluso extended his appreciation to 
everyone for a successful budget vote.  He reported that the turnout for the vote was down in 
Williamson as it was across the state. He reported that efforts will be made to increase voter 
participation next year. He also reported that he attended the Breakfast of Champions, Bus Driver 
Recognition breakfast and completed 9th grade student surveys with the assistance of Patrick Wright, 
Caroline Jackson and Robert Wendler.  He informed the Board that the District is working to fill several 
positions for the upcoming school year which include an Assistant Principal at the Middle School, 
counselors and teachers.  He also reported that the District had 39 participants at the Chase Corporate 
challenge. It was the largest turnout to date and a great show of unity.  
 
The Board reviewed recent district events which included spring concerts, the Middle School Festival of 
the Arts, Middle School spring concerts and the Breakfast of Champions. 
 
Marygrace Ferrando, Kathryn Avery and Tim Tyler, Director of Technology introduced to the Board a 
College and Career Ready Technology program for the 2015-2016 school year.  This program would 
provide a Chromebook to each student in the Class of 2016 that will be theirs to use from the first day of 
school until graduation.  Features of the program include:  

• Ability to download content to work when internet is not available 

• No lost or broken flash drives or lost homework – all work saved in the Cloud 

• GoGuardian software protects the student and the device 

• Cost of one Chromebook is comparable to the cost of one textbook  
This initiative will help build the capacity for collaboration, organization, digital literacy, and make 
learning and course content more accessible.  High schools, colleges, and businesses across the country 
are using Google Apps and we can make these tools available to students everywhere they go. 
 
The board approved several CSE Case Summaries and reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.  Under the 
consent agenda the board approved several substitute teachers, election inspectors for the public library 
vote and several volunteers. They also approved the following appointments and change of 
appointments: 

• Nancy Weber, Director Transportation Department, effective July 1, 2015 

• Janet Waldarek, long-term substitute teacher for Heather Daniels, Reading Teacher, Middle 
School for the remainder of the 2014-2015 school year 

• Change of appointment for Sonja Niles, from probationary part-time, food service worker to 
Permanent part-time, food service worker 

• Change of appointment for Cheryl Fisher from Probationary part-time, food service worker to 
Permanent part-time, food service worker 

• Change of appointment for Daniel Reno, from substitute bus driver to probationary part-time 
bus driver effective May 4, 2015 

 
Under separate actions the board accepted the following retirements/resignations: 

• Retirement/resignation of W. Michael Mack, Technology Teacher, Middle School, 13 years of 
service effective June 30, 2015 

• Retirement/resignation of Brad Plyter, Custodian, High School, 40 years of service effective 
July 31, 2015 

• Resignation of Jean McBride, part-time Food Service Worker, effective June 30, 2015 

• Resignation of Ariane Baer-Harper, French Teacher, High School, effective June 30, 2015 

 

Under Old Business, Patrick Wright informed the Board that everything is in place for the Vote on  
June 9, 2015 from 10-8 at the Williamson Public Library.  



Under New Business, the Board accepted the donation of $1,000 from the PTSA towards the purchase 
of a new kiln at the Middle School. Other items approved are as follows: 

• The Athletic Placement Process for Interschool Athletic Programs as prepared by the NYS 
Education Department, December 2014 

• Bond Resolution for the purchase of buses 

• Salary increase for the 2015-2016 school year for administrators, managerial and confidential 
staff 

• Resolution for Health Care Insurance Benefits for Administration – 12 month employees, 11-
month employees, Confidential Employees and Director-Treasurer Employees 

• Change to the course offerings for the High School for the 2015-2016 school year to include 
Spanish V as a Gemini credit course 

 


